ULTRA-CREPIDARIUS

$ a. Satire on William Giffbni. By Leigh Hunt. London,
1823 : printed for John Hunt> Z2, Old Bond Street, and 38, Tavistock
Strett) Covcnf Garden*

IF the collector of first editions requires an instance
from which to justify the faith which is in him
against those who cry out that bibliography is
naught, Leigh Hunt is a good example to his hand.
This active and often admirable writer, during a
busy professional life, issued a long series of works
in prose and verse which are of every variety of
commonness and scarcity, but which have never
been, and probably never will be, reprinted as a
whole. Yet not to possess the works of Leigh Hunt
is to be ill-equipped for the minute study of literary
history at the beginning of the century. The original
1816 edition of Rimini, for instance, is of a desperate
rarity, yet not to be able to refer to it in the gro-
tosqueness of this its earliest form is to miss a most
curious proof of the crude taste of the young school
out of which Shelley and Keats were to arise. The
scarcest of all Leigh Hunt's poetical pamphlets,
but by no means the least interesting, is that whose
title stands at the head of this chapter. Of Ultra-
crepidarius, which was " printed for John Hunt "
in 1823, it is believed that not half a dozen copies
are in existence, and it has never been reprinted.
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